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Clare and Clive man the Shropshire Mammal Group stand ‘








Shropshire Mammal Group events


 


Small Mammal Watch


� HYPERLINK "http://getamap.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/getamap/jsp/map_print.jsp?mapX=343308&mapY=314331&zoomLevel=6&isNI=&mapAction=zoomabs&isGeo=y" ��Preston Montford Field Studies Cente�  [SY4 1DX, SJ 433 143]


Thursday 7th October, start 19:30.





We are going to set up some feeding stations on the evening and will try to observe any mammal visitors. Voles and field mice are the most likely, but other species may turn up. We will provide some night viewing equipment and dim light, but bring binoculars if you can.  Numbers will have to be restricted (12) so those interested should book with John Mackintosh in advance. 


email � HYPERLINK "mailto:mackintosh@metronet.co.uk?subject=via Newsletter:" ��John Mackintosh�  01584 861688





A nuts, nests and other mammal signs event is planned and also a number of winter talks. Details of these will be posted on the website and sent out by email


Book the date!


Monday 24th January 2011 – Annual General Meeting











Shropshire Mammal Group 


keeps on growing





In about 18 months from the initial meeting, Shropshire Mammal Group has signed up 55 individiual and  3 corporate members, the most recent being the Ellesmere branch of Shropshire Wildlife Trust – welcome aboard!





Next month sees the start of the bargain season for new members. Anyone joining between 1st October and 31st December will get the whole of 2011 included in their membership for just £5. 





Why not mention this to your friends?





A membership form is available from the


� HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalshropshire.org.uk/SpeciesGroups/ShropshireMammalGroup/tabid/54/Default.aspx" ��SMG website.�
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Preston Montford


Thursday 7th October 2010 19.30 hrs
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Other Events





Otters and rivers: talk by Mike Kelly


Clun & Bishop’s Castle branch of Shropshire Wildlife Trust


Wednesday 20th October 7.30pm


Church Barn, Bishop’s Castle





Whitchurch Community Water Vole Project: 


talk by Anne & Malcolm Monie


Newcastle Natural History Society


Monday 15th November 2010 7.30pm


Quaker Meeting House, 2 Miller Street, Newcastle, Staffs, ST5 1QJ, SJ 854 463


£2-50 non-members (50p juniors)





Tracks in the snow – pinemartins & polecats: talk by Neil Jordan


Clun & Bishop’s Castle branch of Shropshire Wildlife Trust


Wednesday 17thNovember 7.30pm 


Hightown Community Rooms, Clun





A range of otters: talk by Emma Broad


North Wales Wildlife Trust Wrexham Branch


Gresford Memorial Hall, nr Gresford Church


Wednesday 15th December 7.30pm 





Wrekin Forest Small Mammal Survey 


To book places on the events below please contact Pete Lambert on � HYPERLINK "mailto:petel@shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk" ��petel@shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk� 


or 01743 284285





Mammal nest box survey B. 


Wednesday 15th September


Locations – Ercall, Limekiln Wood, Burnt Cottage Coppice and Spout Lane Plantation


Meeting point – Forest Glen. 10 Am. Please bring packed lunch. Finish 4pm


Places - 8





Nest box maintenance 


Wednesday 24th November


Locations – Ercall, Limekiln Wood, Burnt Cottage Coppice and Spout Lane Plantation.


Meeting point – Forest Glen 10am. Please bring a packed lunch. Finish 4pm.


Places – 8





NB: Please note the nest boxes have been placed in remote locations in areas of rough terrain.





� HYPERLINK  \l "Contents" ��
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A record day





Eight members of Shropshire Mammal Group members explored the Weir Coppice and Hook-a-Gate area, including parts of the Rea Brook, looking for mammal signs. 


Evidence of otter, badger, field vole, rabbit,mole, squirrel and possibly stoat were found before adjourning  to The New Inn for some hard-earned liquid refreshment on what had been a very interesting but rather hot afternoon. The evidence was all recorded and has been sent to John Mackintosh, our County Mammal Recorder. 


Many thanks to Clive Dean for organising the expedition.


Earlier in the day, committee members had manned a stand at the BTO garden birdwatch conference held at Shropshire Wildlife Trust.


 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Contents" ��Back to contents�

















Corporate Members





Shropshire Mammal Group is grateful to its corporate members for their support.





Field Studies Council – Preston Montford Field Centre





Whitchurch Community Water Vole Project





Shropshire Wilodlife Trust Ellesmere Branch











�





The Shropshire Mammal Group is now affiliated to the Mammal Society





Click the logo to visit the society’s website





� HYPERLINK "http://www.mammal.org.uk/" ��� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.mammal.org.uk/components/com_virtuemart/shop_image/category/resized/Membership_49cb959549742_90x90.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����








Next Committee Meeting





Monday 4th October 2010





If you have something you would like the committee to discuss or have ideas for future events please contact  the Secretary � HYPERLINK "mailto:clare@boyes2.plus.com?subject=Via Newsletter:" ��Clare Jowett� 


01938 570418. 


Remember, it’s your mammal group!








FaceBook


�
�
The Mammal Group is on FaceBook.  Click the link below to visit the FaceBook site.  You will need to register with FaceBook to contribute to this group.


� HYPERLINK "http://bit.ly/SMG_FaceBook" \t "_blank" �http://bit.ly/SMG_FaceBook��
�






Newsletter No. 5





This will be due out in Dec. Contributions from members are welcome.


 Please send them to Malcolm Monie by �HYPERLINK "mailto:mammals@monies.me.uk"��email� before the end of November











Dear Deer?





I don’t know about you, and I know I am in a privileged position, but there can be few more endearing sights than encountering wild deer quietly going about their business. For such a large mammal they can be incredibly difficult to find and yet if latest figures are to be believed there should be one behind every tree. 





There is no doubt that deer numbers have risen dramatically, and as a consequence, so has their range. At present there are thought to be around 1.5 million, this is close to Mesolithic populations but with a fraction of the woodland cover. It is now thought that there is not a 10ksq in England that does not have one of the 6 species in it. 20 yrs ago there was not a roe deer in South Shropshire/North Herefordshire, now they are in good numbers throughout all those wonderfully wooded hills. During recent years they have spread north and west over the border into Wales. Hefted fallow deer of the Mortimer Forest are moving north to join fallow originally from around the Shrewsbury area. Muntjac are now here, and I confidently predict that they will spread rapidly throughout the county. The true rural parts of this country are now much quieter than they have ever been. Very, very few people actually work the land anymore, giving undisturbed access.





In 21st century Great Britain this gives new and novel challenges.  There are thought to be between 45,000 - 70,000 road traffic accidents per year caused by deer, costing £17 million in direct damage and £30 - £40 million in wider economic costs (Langbien 2008). Tick borne Lyme disease and livestock diseases such as bovine tuberculosis, blue tongue and foot and mouth are issues that have to be faced.  





With the introduction of ambitious targets for wood fuel production, being introduced by the UK Government, major benefits to conservation are at odds with increasing deer populations range. 


Ecological impacts of deer on lowland woodland biodiversity are only now beginning to be understood. Deer browsing and grazing can destroy woodland regrowth and ground flora, causing complex cascade effects on invertebrate, small mammal and bird communities.





All of the above paints a pretty dire picture for our woodlands, which was not my intention. At the start I said that the deer in our county,  are, to me at least an incredible sight that I never tire of. We just need to be aware of the impacts and the science required to balance them within their habitat. 





Alan Reid


� HYPERLINK  \l "Contents" ��Back to contents�








Membership





Individual £5 Corporate £25





New members can join at any time. Annual subscriptions are  be due in January of each year and should be paid at the AGM or sent to the Membership Secretary. Anyone becoming a member between October and December of any year  will receive membership for following calendar year.





Clive Dean, Membership Secretary








Records of Mammals





John Mackintosh would welcome records of mammals, including common ones, you may have seen in Shropshire.  These are very useful records and help build up a picture of where these animals are found in Shropshire and if their numbers are changing.


You can use the � HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalshropshire.org.uk/LinkClick.aspx?link=145&tabid=54" �'Make a species record'� form on the web site or email John direct. Remember to provide a minimum of:


Who - The name of the person who saw it and if someone else identified it, include their name.


What - The type of animal 


Where - The name, and ideally the grid reference of the place you saw it (you can find a grid reference from the � HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalshropshire.org.uk/LinkClick.aspx?link=44&tabid=54" �maps on the web site� by zooming to where you saw the mammal then clicking on the map - it will start with either SJ or SO in Shropshire)


When - The date you saw it 						              	� HYPERLINK  \l "Contents" ��Back to contents�














Contacts





Chairman  � HYPERLINK "mailto:Simon@bioecoss.co.uk?subject=Via Newsletter:" ��Simon Poulton � 01746 763018


Secretary   � HYPERLINK "mailto:clare@boyes2.plus.com?subject=Via Newsletter:" ��Clare Jowett�	01938 570418


Membership Secretary � HYPERLINK "mailto:evilc.dean@talktalk.net?subject=via Newsletter:" ��Clive Dean�	01743 367024


Treasurer & Newsletter Editor  


 � HYPERLINK "mailto:malcolm@monies.me.uk?subject=via Newsletter:" ��Malcolm Monie� 01948 663069


Shropshire Mammal Recorder 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:mackintosh@metronet.co.uk?subject=via Newsletter:" ��John Mackintosh� 01584 861688


Committee members:


Alan Reid, Pauline Mackintosh


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Dan.Wrench@shropshire.gov.uk?subject=via SMG Newsletter" ��Dan Wrench      � 01743 252529





� HYPERLINK "mailto:shropshiremammalgroup@googlemail.com?subject=via Newsletter:" ��Shropshire Mammal Group email�





Links to Websites





� HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalshropshire.org.uk/SpeciesGroups/ShropshireMammalGroup/tabid/54/Default.aspx" ����    � HYPERLINK "http://www.woodlanereserve.co.uk/watervoles.htm" ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalshropshire.org.uk/SpeciesGroups/ShropshireBatGroup/tabid/66/Default.aspx" �Shropshire Bat Group�














