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Saturday 10 July 2010    Tetrad Survey  2-6pm





In the Weir Coppice / Hook-a-Gate area 


This will be a walk aimed at spotting as many mammal signs as possible (and thereby generate mammal records)


Details of the meeting point will be emailed out and posted on the website;


 or phone Clive Dean on 01743 367024. 





Saturday 31 July 2010       Dormouse Morning   10.00am





Meet 10.00am at Brooks Coppice woodland, entrance gate SJ 394008


Bring WELLIES, lunch etc. For a 2 - 2 1/2 hour walk. Physically active as we need to walk the length of the wood and is typical woodland terrain. If weather is bad, the event will be cancelled as dormice must not be taken out of boxes in wet weather. If in doubt ring Alan Reid on 07771 812603.











What Can I do as a member of SMG?





I often find myself asking this question and I feel sure many other members do too. Although I am a committee member of SMG I am not an experienced recorder or surveyor of mammals and how to get started is a daunting question. I hope this short article may give you a few ideas but more importantly I hope you will respond with your thoughts and questions.





Being the least experienced member of the committee, and believing that I may be able to speak for the masses, I raised this question. I was keen to emphasise the difficulties of an inexperienced new member and particularly those who didn't know anyone that could offer them support or join them. The prospect of heading out on your own with little idea where to start does not provide great motivation...but we all have to start somewhere. So here are a few ideas





continues on page 2 …….   
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Other Events 


Wrekin Forest Small Mammal Survey





Training event – 


Tuesday pm 13th July – Wed am 14th July


Session 1- Tuesday pm start time – 7.30pm – finish 9.30pm - activities include setting live traps and field vole surveying. Hot drink supplied.


Session 2 - Wednesday start time – 8am – finish 11am - activities include checking nest boxes and live traps. Light breakfast supplied.


Venue – Ercall LNR 


Places – 25


Meeting point – Ercall Lane lay-by opposite Buckatree Hall Hotel





Mammal nest box survey B. – 


Wednesday 19th September


Locations – Ercall, Limekiln Wood, Burnt Cottage Coppice and Spout Lane Plantation


Meeting point – Forest Glen. 10 Am. Please bring packed lunch. Finish 4pm


Places - 8





Nest box maintenance – 


Wednesday 24th November


Locations – Ercall, Limekiln Wood, Burnt Cottage Coppice and Spout Lane Plantation.


Meeting point – Forest Glen 10am. Please bring a packed lunch. Finish 4pm.         Places – 8





To book please contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:petel@shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk" ��Pete Lambert�  01743 284285





NB: Please note the nest boxes have been placed in remote locations in areas of rough terrain.








Bat Walk  at Bettisfield


Friday 20 August 7:30pm 


An evening bat walk with John Morgan and the Shropshire Bat Group to see and hear which species of these unique mammals occur on the Mosses. Booking is essential.  Meet at Bettisfield Old Railway Station. Bring your insect repellent and a torch!


For further information and to book your place contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:caroline.dahn@naturalengland.org.uk" ��Caroline Dahn� or 0300 060 0883 free





� HYPERLINK "http://www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/OneStopCMS/Core/TemplateHandler.aspx?NRMODE=Published&NRNODEGUID=%7b56191A02-7553-476B-85E5-DCFD4D3698B1%7d&NRORIGINALURL=%2fWhatsOn%2fevents_pages%2fBat%2bWalk%2bon%2bCatherton&NRCACHEHINT=NoModifyGuest" ��Bat walk at Catherton Common�


Saturday 21st August 8:30 pm to 10 pm


Meet at Upper Marshes SO 642788.  Night walk, rough ground, bring torches and appropriate footwear.  Children under  16 must be accompanied by an adult. Leader � HYPERLINK "mailto:mackintosh@metronet.co.uk?subject=Bat walk at Catherton Common 21 Aug" ��John Mackintosh� on behalf of Shropshire Wildlife Trust Ludlow Branch


� HYPERLINK  \l "Contents" ��


Back to Contents�
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The simplest thing you can do is to send in records of any mammal you see, even rabbit. They are all important records. They can be sent to Shropshire Wildlife Trust or John Mackintosh – Shropshire Mammal Recorder or go to the Natural Shropshire website. The simplest record must have 


your contact details


what you saw


where you saw it


when you saw it. 


Come to one of our events learn how to get started, meet others who may be able to help


choose a species you can identify and go looking for it in grid squares near you


choose an area nearby and walk all the roads and footpaths recording anything you see (see our event on 10th July)


Make contact with another member near you and arrange to get out together


On that last point if you are not happy for me to release your e-mail address or phone number to other members please let me know. If you are keen to make contact with other members near you please get in touch with me.


We hope to begin the process of putting together a Shropshire Mammal Atlas in the near future so we need to step up our recording and try to cover every part of the county so get involved!


Please feel free to respond to anything I have written in this article. As a committee we need to know what you, the members, want and what we can do to help our members to get the most out of SMG.


� HYPERLINK "mailto:evilc.dean@talktalk.net?subject=Newsletter article June 2010" ��Clive Dean� – Membership Secretary























Corporate Members





Shropshire Mammal Group is grateful to its corporate members for their support.





Field Studies Council – Preston Montford Field Centre





Whitchurch Community Water Vole Project








Water and Field Vole Training Day





�





Shropshire Mammal Group members Jay Mitchell and Anna Davies (9th and 11th from left) were amongst a dozen participants in a water and field vole field signs and survey training day held on Saturday 12th June as part of the Field Studies Council’s Biodiversity Training Project. The group is pictured at Whitwater Fishery in Whitchurch which was visited to look for field signs after a theory session at Tilstock Village Hall. The training was provided by members of the Whitchurch Community Water Vole Project including Mammal Group members Malcolm and Anne Monie, assisted by Albert Griffiths, Kate Long and Rosie Rees.








Visit Kate Long’s blog





“About a Brook”





for her latest photos and videos of water voles in the Whitchurch area.





Click � HYPERLINK "http://staggsbrook.blogspot.com/" ��here� 
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Contacts


Chairman


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Simon@bioecoss.co.uk?subject=Via Newsletter:" ��Simon Poulton � 01746 763018


Secretary


� HYPERLINK "mailto:clare@boyes2.plus.com?subject=Via Newsletter:" ��Clare Jowett�	01938 570418


Membership Secretary


� HYPERLINK "mailto:evilc.dean@talktalk.net?subject=via Newsletter:" ��Clive Dean�	01743 367024


Treasurer & Newsletter Editor


� HYPERLINK "mailto:malcolm@monies.me.uk?subject=via Newsletter:" ��Malcolm Monie� 01948 663069


Shropshire Mammal Recorder


� HYPERLINK "mailto:mackintosh@metronet.co.uk?subject=via Newsletter:" ��John Mackintosh� 01584 861688


Committee members:


Alan Reid


Pauline Mackintosh


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Dan.Wrench@shropshire.gov.uk?subject=via SMG Newsletter" ��Dan Wrench      � 01743 252529





�HYPERLINK "mailto:shropshiremammalgroup@googlemail.com?subject=via Newsletter:"��Shropshire Mammal Group�





Links to Websites





� HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalshropshire.org.uk/SpeciesGroups/ShropshireMammalGroup/tabid/54/Default.aspx" ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalshropshire.org.uk/SpeciesGroups/ShropshireBatGroup/tabid/66/Default.aspx" �Shropshire Bat Group�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.woodlanereserve.co.uk/watervoles.htm" ����











�





The Shropshire Mammal Group is now affiliated to the Mammal Society





Click the logo to visit the society’s website





� HYPERLINK "http://www.mammal.org.uk/" ��� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.mammal.org.uk/components/com_virtuemart/shop_image/category/resized/Membership_49cb959549742_90x90.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����








Next Committee Meeting





Monday 2nd August





If you have something you would like the committee to discuss or have ideas for future events please contact  the Secretary � HYPERLINK "mailto:clare@boyes2.plus.com?subject=Via Newsletter:" ��Clare Jowett� 01938 570418. 


Remember it’s your group!








FaceBook


�
�
The Mammal Group is on FaceBook.  Click the link below to visit the FaceBook site.  You will need to register with FaceBook to contribute to this group.


� HYPERLINK "http://bit.ly/SMG_FaceBook" \t "_blank" �http://bit.ly/SMG_FaceBook��
�






Newsletter No. 4





This will be due out in Sept. Contributions from members are welcome.


 Please send them to � HYPERLINK "mailto:shropshiremammalgroup@googlemail.com" ��shropshiremammalgroup@googlemail.com� by  the end of August














Do you know of a good otter site?





Shropshire Mammal Group would like to organise an otter day, possibly in August, but your committee is having difficulty in finding a suitable site(s). It needs to have resonable access and be one where otter signs are regularly found. If any member knows of such a site, perhaps he or she can get in touch with � HYPERLINK "mailto:mackintosh@metronet.co.uk?subject=Otter sites" ��John Mackintosh�.





�


The Mammal Society


Easter Conference and AGM.





The Easter Conference is the main event in the Mammal Society year.  The 2010 meeting was in Bangor and followed the usual  pattern beginning on Friday evening with the Cranbrook Memorial Lecture given by a leading mammalogist often from the host university. The next two days then have a full programme of talks interspersed with the AGM, the Conference Dinner and finishing on Sunday afternoon with a choice of field trips.        


All this with the poster display, the equipment and book stalls and the all important socialising makes for a hectic time, but in the amiable atmosphere characteristic of the Society, it is great fun.





This year the range of subjects of the twenty-one presentations was wide, from the movements of Bottle-nosed Dolphins to a look at which bits of Welsh Agri-environmental schemes actually work.  Nearly all were very interesting , but some struck a special note. 





continues on page 4 …….   














Membership





Individual £5 Corporate £25





New members can join at any time. Annual subscriptions are  be due in January of each year and should be paid at the AGM or sent to the Membership Secretary. Anyone becoming a member between October and December of any year  will receive membership for following calendar year.


Clive Dean, Membership Secretary





Records of Mammals


John Mackintosh would welcome records of mammals, including common ones, you may have seen in Shropshire.  These are very useful records and help build up a picture of where these animals are found in Shropshire and if their numbers are changing.


You can use the � HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalshropshire.org.uk/LinkClick.aspx?link=145&tabid=54" �'Make a species record'� form on the web site or email John direct. Remember to provide a minimum of:


Who - The name of the person who saw it and if someone else identified it, include their name.


What - The type of animal 


Where - The name, and ideally the grid reference of the place you saw it (you can find a grid reference from the � HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalshropshire.org.uk/LinkClick.aspx?link=44&tabid=54" �maps on the web site� by zooming to where you saw the mammal then clicking on the map - it will start with either SJ or SO in Shropshire)


When - The date you saw it 











……Continued from previous page





Amazingly a new mammal species has been recorded in Ireland, the Greater White Toothed Shrew. Actually the barn owls found them as they first turned up in an owl pellet analysis.


Some energy crops notably Miscanthus are popular with small mammals including harvest mice, which contrary to tradition were being caught successfully in Longworth Traps. 


Normal search methods for water voles do not work if you are surveying upland bog -  the signs are hidden under the peat overhang. 


In some years 90% of the edible dormice in the Chilterns mysteriously vanish only to reappear the following year.  





Two other talks impressed a lot. These were Robbie McDonald’s  fluent description of the Bovine TB injectable vaccine trials which were expected to start this summer and Derek Yalden’s call for a National Mammal Atlas by 2015.  As our Shropshire Atlas is just beginning and some counties are not as far as that, it is quite a challenge!





Both field trips, a visit to Newborough Forest in Anglesey to see red squirrels and a walk in the hills in search of the Snowdonia goats, were popular. with the one  to see the squirrels very quickly booked up. 





John Mackintosh





---------------------------------------





Electronic copies of the abstract booklet for the Easter conference are available on request from � HYPERLINK "mailto:rstaff@mammal.org.uk" �rstaff@mammal.org.uk� .








The Mammal Society's 2011 Easter Conference and AGM will be taking place at Nottingham University on 15 - 17 April 2011.


place at Nottingham Universi
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