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Biodiversity Training Project 


mammal course





Saturday 12th June 2010





Small Mammals – 


water voles and field voles





Signs, surveying and the legal aspects





Malcolm Monie and members of Whitchurch Community Water Vole Project





Tilstock near Whitchurch





For  more details and how to book click � HYPERLINK "http://www.field-studies-council.org/biodiversity/events.html" \o "Biodiversity Training Project" ��here� .








Small Mammals:


Field Research Training


 


This Saturday 20th March 2010





Venue – Preston Montford Field Studies Centre, Montford Bridge, Shrewsbury


  


Led by Simon Poulton, Shropshire Mammal Group


And Pete Lambert, Shropshire Wildlife Trust


 


Schedule


 


Arrive 9am – Tea and coffee


 


 9.30am – Welcome and introductory session


 


 9.45am – Checking the traps and introduction to fieldcraft.


 


11.15am – Tea and cake


 


11.30am – National Small Mammal Monitoring Scheme (NSMMS) – Simon Poulton.


 


12.15pm – Wrekin Forest Small Mammal Survey – Pete Lambert


Time for home - 1pm.


 


Places are free and still available 


 


To book your place and for further details please contact Simon Poulton on 01746 763018 or Pete Lambert  on 01743 284285 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:petel@shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk" �petel@shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk�  


as soon as possible





The Mammal Society's 2010 Easter Conference and AGM, Bangor University, 26-28 March 2010 


 


To download a programme and booking form click � HYPERLINK "http://www.mammal.org.uk/images/forms/conferences/ms_conference2010_flyer.pdf" �here�.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mammal.org.uk/images/forms/conferences/bangor%20university%20travel.pdf" �Travel Information�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mammal.org.uk/images/forms/conferences/locationmap.pdf" �Location Map�


The Easter Conference and AGM 2010 has been proudly 


   sponsored by the Wales Mammal Group


� HYPERLINK "http://www.walesmammalgroup.org/" �http://www.walesmammalgroup.org/�
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Other Events of Interest


Mammal focussed events planned at Fenn’s, Whixall & Bettisfield Mosses


Saturday 15 May   Mosses Wildlife & Food Fair       11am – 4pm


Celebrate one of England’s finest wetlands at this family fair packed with local food stalls, displays, guided walks, children’s activities, trails, refreshments & much more! No need to book. Meet at Manor House NNR Reserve Base, Whixall. An International Year of Biodiversity event.


*Sunday 20 June            Water Vole Workshop   2pm 


Join  Malcolm Monie and the Whitchurch Water Vole Group to find out about the lifestyles of these increasingly rare creatures and learn how to look for signs of activity. Meet at Bettisfield Village Hall.


*Friday 20 August                  Bat Walk   7:30pm


An evening bat walk with John Morgan and the Shropshire Bat Group to see and hear which species of these unique mammals occur on the Mosses. Booking is essential.  Meet at Bettisfield Old Railway Station. Bring your insect repellent and a torch!





For further information about events and to * book your place where stated please contact Caroline Dahn on 0300 060 0883 or �HYPERLINK "mailto:caroline.dahn@naturalengland.org.uk"��caroline.dahn@naturalengland.org.uk� All events are free.





AGM





The group’s first AGM was held on Monday 25th January at Shropshire Wildlife Trust, Abbey Foregate in Shrewsbury. The acting committee reported on a successful first 9 months and as a reward were confirmed en bloc for another year in office. (list on final page) After the formal business, Dr Derek Yalden, President of the Mammal Society, gave a fascinating talk entitled “The mysteries of hare histories” in which he quoted recent DNA evidence to suggest that brown hares are not really native but the result of two introductions from Holland and Denmark around 2000 years ago. 


Five new members joined during the evening bringing the total to over 50! The group is grateful to the Shropshire Wildlife Trust’s Clive Tate fund for a grant towards the cost of hiring the room.





Mammal Group goes Underground!





Less than a year from their first meeting, members of the group have headed underground. This was not a political move but an exciting expedition to see some bats in their winter roost. Fifteen members, led by Mike Worsfold, John Morgan and Eileen Bowen who are also active members of the Shropshire Bat Group, headed for the mines at Swan Hill last Sunday morning 14th March. 


�


Before descending into the mine, we had to climb a steep and narrow path to the entrance. Once we had sqeezed through the small opening in the grill we were in the dark, our eyes taking a few minutes to adapt to the relatively weak light of our head-torches. A couple of  lesser horsehoe bats were soon spotted but this was no time to get left behind. We descended the first ledge with the help of a rope. There was an easy-looking tunnel straight ahead but Mike was to lead us down a steep slope in the floor and on our hands and knees into the 




















Corporate Members





Shropshire Mammal Group is grateful to its corporate members for their support.





Field Studies Council – Preston Montford Field Centre





Whitchurch Community Water Vole Project








animal I had come all this way to see! In a moment of excitement (completely oblivious of the rain), I turned to run to the car to retrieve my camcorder, glancing back at the otter to make sure it was still there. 





�





On the second or third glance back, something else caught my eye so I stopped again to look with magnification. It was another otter! This one was younger and appeared to be attempting backstroke through the waves. 


It was then joined by the larger otter, clearly the mother, and both drifted inshore through beds of thick kelp. Despite me not enjoying the inclement weather, the pair were enjoying the downpour and began to wrestle playfully in the weed. With binoculars, they were easy to watch but it wasn’t until looking without visual aid that I realised how close they really were: less than twenty metres away! As darkness set in, I sat


drenched from the rain but happy with contentment at the sight of those amazing creatures as they played and practised hunting techniques. Before long, it was too dark to see them anymore so I walked stoically back to my car.


It was only then that I had taken stock of the situation. After three unlucky days of sitting around in what felt like an endurance test, I had been rewarded with the best otter encounter I could have wished for. If it wasn’t for accidentally leaving my binoculars on the beach I would never have even spotted those two otters. But three days of endurance were more than made up for by a few minutes of being able to watch wild animals behaving naturally in their own environment. Even though I was unable to film otters in the wild, I felt lucky at getting the opportunity to watch them in that setting and it is a sight that with location research I would recommend to anyone. I returned home in buoyant mood, now armed with the renewed optimism of one day being able to watch and film otters at home in Shropshire.





� HYPERLINK  \l "Contents" ��Contents�  					Stuart Edmunds
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� HYPERLINK "mailto:clare@boyes2.plus.com?subject=Via Newsletter:" ��Clare Jowett�	01938 570418


Membership Secretary


� HYPERLINK "mailto:evilc.dean@talktalk.net?subject=via Newsletter:" ��Clive Dean�	01743 367024


Treasurer & Newsletter Editor


� HYPERLINK "mailto:malcolm@monies.me.uk?subject=via Newsletter:" ��Malcolm Monie� 01948 663069


Shropshire Mammal Recorder


� HYPERLINK "mailto:mackintosh@metronet.co.uk?subject=via Newsletter:" ��John Mackintosh� 01584 861688


Committee members:


Alan Reid


Pauline Mackintosh


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Dan.Wrench@shropshire.gov.uk?subject=via SMG Newsletter" ��Dan Wrench      � 01743 252529





�HYPERLINK "mailto:shropshiremammalgroup@googlemail.com?subject=via Newsletter:"��Shropshire Mammal Group�





Links to Websites





� HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalshropshire.org.uk/SpeciesGroups/ShropshireMammalGroup/tabid/54/Default.aspx" ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalshropshire.org.uk/SpeciesGroups/ShropshireBatGroup/tabid/66/Default.aspx" �Shropshire Bat Group�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.woodlanereserve.co.uk/watervoles.htm" ����
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The Shropshire Mammal Group is now affiliated to the Mammal Society





Click the logo to visit the society’s website





� HYPERLINK "http://www.mammal.org.uk/" ��� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.mammal.org.uk/components/com_virtuemart/shop_image/category/resized/Membership_49cb959549742_90x90.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����








Next Committee Meeting





Monday 19th April 2010





If you have something you would like the committee to discuss or have ideas for future events please contact  the Secretary � HYPERLINK "mailto:clare@boyes2.plus.com?subject=Via Newsletter:" ��Clare Jowett� 01938 570418. Remember it’s your group!








FaceBook


�
�
The Mammal Group is on FaceBook.  Click the link below to visit the FaceBook site.  You will need to register with FaceBook to contribute to this group.


� HYPERLINK "http://bit.ly/SMG_FaceBook" \t "_blank" �http://bit.ly/SMG_FaceBook��
�






Newsletter No. 3





This will be due out in June. Contributions from members are welcome. Please send them to � HYPERLINK "mailto:shropshiremammalgroup@googlemail.com" ��shropshiremammalgroup@googlemail.com� by the end of May











lower levels. Very soon we were shown quite a large group still in their winter roost. We didn’t go directly past them. Great care has to be taken not to disturb roosting bats. They are sensitive to noise, bright lights and being breathed upon. Whispering is actually worse than normal voice due to the higher frequencies it produces. Only licenced bat photographers may take pictures of roosting bats so sorry, no underground pictures.





�





The mine dating from the early 1800s is full of tunnels and sideworkings but no one is sure whether anything valuable was extracted. Quite possibly it was run as a financial scam. However the bats are grateful. Keeping close together, we explored a fairly tortorous route which involved frequent testing of our hard hats and a scramble up and then down a pretty steep slope before emerging back into daylight which was strangely brighter than before. A quick bit to eat and then a brief visit to another mine nearby. This time, the highlight was the sighting a greater horsehoe hanging from the roof of one of the tunnels. This was a much larger animal than anything else we saw. We took a brief distant look and continued via a different route so as not to disturb it. As well as both species of horsehoe bat, several Daubenton’s and a whiskered bat were seen. 


�














Membership





Individual £5 Corporate £25





New members can join at any time. Annual subscriptions are  be due in January of each year and should be paid at the AGM or sent to the Membership Secretary. Anyone becoming a member between October and December of any year  will receive membership for following calendar year.


Clive Dean, Membership Secretary





Records of Mammals


John Mackintosh would welcome records of mammals, including common ones, you may have seen in Shropshire.  These are very useful records and help build up a picture of where these animals are found in Shropshire and if their numbers are changing.


You can use the � HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalshropshire.org.uk/LinkClick.aspx?link=145&tabid=54" �'Make a species record'� form on the web site or email John direct. Remember to provide a minimum of:


Who - The name of the person who saw it and if someone else identified it, include their name.


What - The type of animal 


Where - The name, and ideally the grid reference of the place you saw it (you can find a grid reference from the � HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalshropshire.org.uk/LinkClick.aspx?link=44&tabid=54" �maps on the web site� by zooming to where you saw the mammal then clicking on the map - it will start with either SJ or SO in Shropshire)


When - The date you saw it 








Playing the waiting game 





Since childhood it has been my ambition to observe and record wild otters. Many of my summertime hours have been whiled away sat patiently behind a bush on the riverbank, with finger poised on the record button of my camcorder in readiness for a shooting opportunity. And not once locally have I caught sight of Lutra Lutra swimming around playfully for long enough for me to record. My best chance of attaining success would be to travel to the west coast of Scotland where so many other otter documentaries had been filmed.


In the summer of 2009, I made my way north to Torridon; a small Scottish village on the loch of its namesake. Surrounded by stunning scenery and lying in the shadow of the rugged pinnacles of the Liathach, Loch Torridon would be the perfect setting in which to film wildlife and I was eager to begin on the day of arrival. I walked from my accommodation along the loch shore in search of clues to the whereabouts of the local otters and was left disappointed with the apparent lack of spraint or slide marks into the water. A two hour walk until dusk proved to be fruitless but views of the sunset in a clear blue sky across the loch made it impossible for me to feel hard done by.





But three days later that is exactly the way I was feeling. For those days, I had been up and out very early, before the birds had even begun their song and when the only sound around me was that of the small waves rolling onto the pebbles of the beach. The best time for watching Otters (dawn and dusk) is also the best time for mosquitoes to be feeding and for three days I had been the target of the local swarms. The nuisances had got so bad at times that on one occasion I had left my tripod to go running desperately away from the devouring hordes like a Wildman. My attempts at even seeing one of Britain’s largest aquatic mammals, let alone film them had been nothing short of disaster until this point. So it seemed an intelligent suggestion for me to try elsewhere on the loch. My time in Scotland was running very short and I had no option but to make enquiries at the local wildlife centre about holt locations or sightings.





Armed with new hope (and a map to show the location of some recent sightings), I drove to Lower Diabaig, which is a hamlet at the end of a single track dead end lane. Here, the rocky faces of the Beinn Alligin descend directly to the shoreline and the views reflect my perceptions on how a Norwegian fiord might look. And with dark, heavy clouds looming overhead, my confidence of finding and recording the creature that I had travelled all this way to see was lessening with each passing second.


On a stony beach overlooking outer Loch Torridon and the open sea beyond, I took up temporary residence behind my camouflage net and began what would be my final otter stake out on this trip.





With eyes fixed firmly on the water for any sign of movement, I sat statuesque and free of mosquito attacks for the first time that week, thanks to the dry weather and lack of vegetation surrounding the beach. Around my feet, crabs scuttled around between the rocks and above a common gull would glide over the loch once in a while, giving me a new point of observation other than constant waves. Everything seemed perfect for watching otters, with the one disappointing factor being that sadly I seemed incapable of finding any otters.





After ten hours, the weather had turned for the worse and with light fading, I decided to call it a day to avoid exposing my camera equipment to the west coast rain that had begun to fall. Disheartened, I took down my camouflage net, packed up my things and started the walk back to my car across the beach. At the car, I found that in my haste to leave, my binoculars had been left at my otter camp on the rocks. The rain had begun to fall hard and the breeze was quickly turning into a gale so I dashed over the pebbles to my binoculars, leaving everything else in the car. In a moment of nostalgia, I took a final look up at the loch through the spears of rain . And to my complete amazement, there appeared to be something bobbing up and down in the swell around fifty metres away. A common seal was my first thought so I took my binoculars out to have a closer look. But it wasn’t a seal; it was the very





Finally, several of us visited the � HYPERLINK "http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/countryside.nsf/open/B790AA047FA99E2B80256C8E004330E9" ��Hoffman Kiln� back in Llanymynech. This fascinating piece of restored industrial archeology is also used by bats although we didn’t actually see any this time. Our thanks to Mike for organising such a memorable visit and to John and Eileen for accompanying us. They were right about one thing: you will get dirty!





� HYPERLINK  \l "Contents" ��Contents�					 Malcolm Monie 








Mammal Records and the Shropshire


Ecological Data Network








One of the core activities of any local natural history group is making and collating records of the organisms that interest them whether ticking lists of species seen or carrying out structured surveys.   As I said when I was promoting the Shropshire Mammal Atlas the records matter to us because they indicate which species are present and how they are distributed and can even provide an estimate of numbers and changes in numbers over time.   The collections are also of importance outside the group that made them as planning decisions, for example, will be influenced by the presence of protected species and the aggregate of data from all the groups is the measure of biodiversity.  Gathering the information together organising it and making it available at local and national level is a major task that traditionally has been tackled by setting up a Local Records Centre (LRC). These are not for profit organisations with  dedicated staff, equipment and accommodation and are necessarily expensive to establish and maintain.  





In Shropshire a different system is being tried that uses the expertise and data collecting activity of participating groups.  Records are transferred to or entered in a common software package that is good at passing data from one machine to another and allows information from vascular plants, butterflies, mammals or whatever, to be brought together at hubs and it is then easy to access all the information available about a site.    Inevitably setting the system up involves groups such as ours in an amount of extra work,  There has to be as much standardisation of records as is reasonably possible and for many a new package has to be learned, but there are also benefits.  Because the process is seen to be of importance at a national level Natural England is supporting the process.  This means that our recording system, for the first time, has a background of funding and also the involvement in a wider recording community can only help improve our own standards.  





       � HYPERLINK  \l "Contents" ��Contents�					 John Mackintosh 











