PAGE  
2

	[image: image1.jpg]



	Quarterly

Newsletter 1

December 2009    


[image: image2.jpg]Shropshire

P
Mammal Group



[image: image3.wmf] 


Events Diary

Monday 25th January  2010

The mysteries of hare histories
A talk by Dr Derek Yalden preceded by  Shropshire Mammal Group’s first AGM

7.30pm at Shropshire Wildlife Trust, 193 Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury, SY2 6AH

The AGM agenda, constitution for adoption and nomination forms will be sent out to members early in the new year.

Sunday 14th March 2010

Swan Hill (Crickheath) mine visit, with bats

11:00am

Trip time around 3 hrs

Booking essential (meeting point will then be provided)

Contact:    (Click to email)  Mike Worsfold / Eileen Bowen
01691 831450       

07715 509902 (mobile)

More information on p2
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Contacts

Click names to email

Hon. Secretary 

Clare Jowett
01938 570418

County Mammal Recorder: 

John Mackintosh
01584 861688

Membership Secretary: 

Clive Dean
01743 367024

shropshiremammalgroup@googlemail.com  




Contributions from members will be very welcome for the next newsletter due out in early March.

They can be emailed to

shropshiremammalgroup@googlemail.com
before the end of February





Your records are needed…..





Shropshire Mammal Atlas


One of the most useful things to know about a local wild mammal is where it is to be found in the County.   A distribution map will show if it is widespread or only found in part of the County and if is it scattered thinly or found almost everywhere.  Apart from being generally interesting information, it gives some indication of how common the animal is, where to look if you want to see one and is of great importance in guiding planning and conservation decisions.  Because of this, one of the first projects that the Shropshire Mammal Group is initiating is to produce maps of all our mammal species and to assemble these, with descriptions of their local status, into an atlas.   


Completing this will take some time because we are going to need  enough records of each species to fill in the white spaces on the map.  How many? Well the work that is being put into bird atlases at the moment is based on groups of four square kms (tetrads).  The BTO lists 850 of these in the County and for its national atlas aims to cover at least a third of them in detail, whereas the Shropshire Ornithological Society intends to make complete records in all of them.  This sounds rather daunting, but we are building on a base of existing records and some species have quite a few recent reports.  We will, though, need as many people as possible to help by sending in their sightings. Please don’t ignore things because they are common.  Moles and rabbits probably occur in just about every square, but we need to know that and at present they are very under recorded. 





You can send your records


Either direct to me – see � HYPERLINK  \l "CMamRec" ��Contacts on page 2�


Or you can use the � HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalshropshire.org.uk/SpeciesGroups/Makeaspeciesrecord/tabid/145/Default.aspx" ��Make a Species Record� form on Natural Shropshire


		John Mackintosh, County Mammal Recorder





�	


Mammal Group members watching Brown Hares at The Lawns in August 2009	


� HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalshropshire.org.uk/SpeciesGroups/ShropshireMammalGroup/Mammalrecords/tabid/55/Default.aspx?z=9&mc=351000,309000&xy=301023,266383&ln=Lepus%20europaeus" ��Link to map for brown hares on Natural Shropshire      � � HYPERLINK  \l "Contents" ��Contents � 








Eight crept up on the rut


 


Deep in Mortimer Forest, the fallow deer rut began on Friday October 16th, unseen by human eyes. However, on the Saturday, led by tracker and Forestry Commission Ranger Alan Reid, eight enthusiasts crawled (fairly) quietly through the undergrowth and trees to a secret viewing place. There, the dominant buck could just be seen in the gathering gloom, strutting backwards and forwards on the rutting stand, roaring to challenge other bucks and attract females. He would keep this up without stopping for 10 days. The eerie roaring and silent approach of deer from all directions was most impressive, but impossible to photograph. Other lesser bucks were displaying at peripheral stands, and could be heard well after dark as we crept away and back to the cars.


 


If you ever get the chance to experience the rut, it is well worth the effort!





� HYPERLINK  \l "Contents" ��Contents � 					Anne Monie





Swan Hill (Crickheath) mine visit, with bats


Sunday March 14th 2010.  11:00am


Trip time around 3 hrs





These mines are an important roost for lesser horseshoe bats as well as a few brown long-eared bats, Natterer’s bats and other Myotis species.  Shropshire Bat Group monitor the mines and count the bats regularly.  This visit is timed so that the main hibernation season will be over, so as to avoid disturbing the bats at a time when they are most vulnerable.  Even so, care will be needed and numbers will have to be limited.  Attendees will be required to conform strictly with the requests of the licensed bat workers who will lead the trip.


	There are 2 mines.  One of them is easy to walk into, after a short struggle with the gate, although there are plenty of more difficult parts for the adventurous.  The other mine is a little more difficult, with some scrambling and short crawls.  You are likely to get dirty, especially in the second one.  There is a little shallow water.


You will need wellies and gloves (builders or gardening gloves are best; they will get dirty).  Overalls are advised, or old clothes which you might want to change afterwards.  I usually take sandwiches when we do the full counts, although we can go to the pub and eat afterwards if that is wanted.  Bring a hard hat and lamp if you have one. We can lend some hard hats and lights.


	For those who are not so mobile as others, it will be possible to do a short easy bit and then leave the mine.  If there is a general feeling that the full trip is too much, we may leave without exploring the whole of the mines. We can also look round the Hoffman lime kiln at Llanymynech if there is any interest.  Bats also use that structure.


	There will be a short (500m –ish) walk to the mines, so if there is rain about be prepared for that.  There is lots more to do on Llanymynech Hill and Llynclys common later in the year, but at this time you may not want to dawdle there.  


	


Booking essential	 Mike Worsfold


� HYPERLINK  \l "Mike" ��Click here for contact information in Events Diary�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Contents" ��Contents �








Links to Websites





� HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalshropshire.org.uk/SpeciesGroups/ShropshireMammalGroup/tabid/54/Default.aspx" ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalshropshire.org.uk/SpeciesGroups/ShropshireBatGroup/tabid/66/Default.aspx" �Shropshire Bat Group�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.woodlanereserve.co.uk/watervoles.htm" ����





� HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalshropshire.org.uk/SpeciesGroups/ShropshireMammalGroup/Mammalrecords/tabid/55/Default.aspx?z=9&mc=351000,309000&xy=301023,266383&ln=Lepus%20europaeus" ��Polecat Map just added to Natural Shropshire Mammal Records�





Corporate Members





Shropshire Mammal Group is grateful to its corporate members for their support.





Field Studies Council – Preston Montford Field Centre





Whitchurch Community Water Vole Project








Shropshire Mammal Group


is also on Facebook
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Membership and Annual Subscriptions 


�As we approach the AGM in January, the acting committee began to think about the issue of annual subscriptions. 


Annual subscriptions will be due in January of each year and should be paid at the AGM or sent to the Membership Secretary. However we are aware that none of the current members has had a  full year’s membership yet. Because of this unusual situation, as current members, none of you need to worry until January 2011. No subscriptions will be due in January other than for new members. Furthermore, anyone becoming a member in October to December of any year will recieve membership for 1 year plus, ie if they join in November 2010 membership will run until January 2012.   


Clive Dean, Membership Secretary





Subscriptions payable in January of each year (no renewals due in Jan 2010)





Individual £5


Corporate £25		� HYPERLINK  \l "Contents" ��Contents �


























Whitchurch Community Water Vole Project 2009 an update


The group has continued to be active in a variety of ways. The area covered by survey work has been extended to the southwest, another capacity training day was held at Tilstock,. In addition, members of the group led part of the Mammal Groups’ first field event at the Lawns in August. In addition, habitat management has been carried out at Greenfield’s Nature Reserve on the outskirts of Whitchurch.


The main survey work in 2009 took us further down the Whixall main drain towards its confluence with the River Roden near Wolverley. The first section just beyond the Lawns where the Mammal Group held its hares and water voles event was well populated but further along the habitat became less suitable. However some signs were found on or adjoining the Roden. Some favourable habitat was found upstream just south of Colemere but no signs of any water voles. There have been reports of mink in the area although more recently otter have been seen.


A workshop was run for members of the public as part of Natural England’s programme of events relating to Fenn’s Whixall and Bettisfield Mosses. This showed up some good populations just over the border in Wales near Bettisfield. Survey work by colleagues in Cheshire has shown there is suitable habitat north of Whitchurch that it is not currently occupied by water voles.


Malcolm Monie





�





Mammal Group members looking for water and field vole signs at The Lawns – August 2009





Survey News ….  Dormouse and small mammal training





A dormouse survey is to take place in the Wrekin Forest early next year and Pete Lambert, Shropshire Wildlife Trust’s Wrekin Forest Project Officer is keen to involve Mammal Group members.  We also intend to take part in The Mammal Society’s National Small Mammal Monitoring Scheme.  After the successful launch this autumn, the next spring season will run from 1st April to 31st May 2010.  Highlight of the autumn trapping?  A very excited weasel – if you want to know what it’s like to have your breath taken away, then stick your nose in a trap that’s had a weasel in it for a few hours!





We intend to run a joint survey training day in March, to cover the methods used in both these schemes.  Further information will be sent out by email and published on the website when available.





Simon Poulton					� HYPERLINK  \l "Contents" ��Contents �




















